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PRESENT CONTINUOUS TENSE x SIMPLE PRESENT TENSE

The present continuous tense describes an action which goes on now or at the present moment (ongoing/temporary actions).

                                   He is talking with her now.

                                   The telephone is ringing.

The simple present tense describes an action that occurs every day or all the time (usual/permanent actions).

                                    He talks with her every day.

                                    The telephone rings all the time.




     He loves pizza.

Supply the simple present tense or the present continuous tense form of the verbs in parentheses.

1. Mr. Jones often __________________ (go) out of town on business trips.

2. Our class ___________________ (meet) three times every week.

3. Mr. Smith ____________________(teach) us at present. He ___________ (substitute)  Mrs. Reese, who is our regular teacher.

4. At nine-thirty every morning, our school bell ______________________ (ring). Listen! I believe it ____________ (ring ) now.

5. John ______________ (take) his English lesson now. I believe that he always _________(take) it at this hour.

6. Listen! Someone _______________ (knock) on the door.

7. John never __________________ (come) to class on time.

8. At present they _________________ (build) many new highways in New York State.

9. The wind always _________________ (blow) hard in this section of town.

10. For the time being, while Mr. Jones is away, Mr. Smith ______________ (work) as a manager of our department.

11. They ____________ (have) a big sale on shoes at Macy's today.

12. John seems to be very busy. I guess he _________________ (prepare) his English lesson.

13. I __________ (get up) at seven o'clock every morning.

14. John usually _______________ (stay) in a hotel when he __________ (come) to town, but tonight he _____________ (stay) with us.

15. The sun always _______________ (rise) in the east. Look! It ____________ (rise) now.

16. Mr. and Mrs. Smith _______________ (build) a new house on First Avenue.  

