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Verb Tenses Overview

Simple Present Tense - Do & Does

Used to describe routines / habits

Example: I like traveling.

                I study Japanese every week.

                Do you speak Spanish?

                Does he prefer apple or kiwi?

Ps.: A minor difference happens when conjugating the 3rd person: Attention!

I work

You work

He, She, It works
We work 

They work

Simple Past Tense - Did

Used for past actions ( already concluded )

Example: Did she go to Miami last summer? ( question )

                They talked about the problem yesterday. ( aff )

                We didn't study that subject, because we were tired. ( negative )

Ps.: It's recommended to use the adv. of time when this tense is in use.

Present / Past Continuous Tense - V. To Be + main V. + Ing

The Present C. Tense is used to show actions / activities in progress, happening now.

Example: We're watching TV now.

The Past C. Tense also shows activities in progress, but in the past.

Example: I was working when the phone rang.

Future Tense - To Be + going to ( certainty )

Will - ( uncertainty )

The Future Tense can be mentioned when we're sure of the event = certainty
Example: I'm going to buy a new bike next month.

Or

When we're not sure of or we decide at the moment of speaking.

Example: You're thirsty. That's no problem. I'll  go get a glass of water for you.          ( There's no plan before )

Present Perfect ( Continuous ) Tense

The Present Perfect Simple shows an activity begun in the past which continues up. Or an event with an indefinite time.

Example: We have lost our keys. ( indefinite time )

                She has studied english for a long time. ( until now! )

Formula 1 = Have/ Has + Verb (past participle)

The Present Perfect Continuous tense emphasizes the action:

Example: I've been reading the book for 10 minutes.

Formula 2 = Have/Has + Been + Verb (ing)
Past Perfect Tense

When 2 actions are in the past, the 1st one will be conjugated in the Past Perfect Tense and the 2nd one will be in the simple past.

Example: I had painted the house before she called me.

                   Action 1                                action 2

Formula = Had + Past Participle of the main Verb

